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SUBJECT: LITTLE MOVEMENT IN IRISH-BRITISH SECURITY TALKS 

SUMMARY: FIRST IRISH-BRITISH TALKS ON SECURITY PRODUCED NO MOVEM- 
ENT ON PROBLEM OF CROSS-BORDER RAIDS BY PROVO IRA. BRITISH ARE 
DISAPPOINTED BY IRISH REFUSAL TO ACCEPT COOPERATION BETWEEN MIL- 
ITARY FORCES. END SUMMARY. 

1. BRITISH AND IRISH OFFICIALS HELD FORMAL TALKS ON SECURITY SEPT- 
EMBER 18. MEETING TOOK PLACE AT SITE IN REPUBLIC. FOR IRISH SIDE, 

MAIN PARTICIPANT WAS JUSTICE MINISTER COONEY; FOR BRITISH, NI 
SECRETARY MERLYN REES. BOTH BROUGHT ALONG REPRESENTATIVES OF 
POLICE FORCES, BUT AT THE INSITENCE OF THE IRISH SIDE, THERE WAS 
NO MILITARY PARTICIPATION. PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS OF MEETING WERE 
SPARSE, AND IT IS CLEAR THAT IRISH SIDE WANTED LOW-KEY PRESS 
COVERAGE. 

2. MAIN SUBJECT OF TALKS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE 
IN BORDER AREA BETWEEN NI AND REPUBLIC. BRITISH HAVE LONG BEEN 
IRRITATED BY FAILURE OF IRISH FORCES TO COOPERATE IN REPRESSION 

OF IRA BORDER RAIDS. ON BRITISH SIDE, ARMY HAS MAIN RESPONSIBIL- 
ITY. IN REPUBLIC, UNARMED POLICE ARE RESPONSIBLE, AND ARMY 
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ANY EFFECTIVE MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH BRITISH, AND GOI HAS 
LONG RESISTED BRITISH PRESSURE FOR COORDINATION. 

IRISH OBVIOUSLY REMAIN RELUCTANT, AS WITNESS REFUSAL EVEN TO 
LET MILITARY PARTICIPATE IN TALKS. 

3. BRITISH MILITARY ATTACHE TOLD DATT THAT BRITISH WERE VERY DIS- 
APPOINTED IN TALKS AND CONSIDER PROSPECTS POOR FOR BETTER COORD- 
INATION. ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, ONLY REAL RESULT OF TALKS WAS 
AGREEMENT TO HOLD ADDITIONAL ONES IN FUTURE. 

4. ACCORDING TO AGREED COMMUNIQUE, BRITISH AND IRISH SIDES ALSO 
DISCUSSED IMPLEMENTATION OF REPORT OF COMMON LAW ENFORCEMENT COM- 
MISSION. DEPT WILL RECALL THAT THIS COMMISSION, SET UP UNDER 
SUNNINGDALE AGREEMENT, RECOMMENDED SYSTEM OF "EXTRATERRITORIAL" 
LEGAL JURISDICTION FOR PROSECUTION OF CROSS-BORDER FUGITIVES. 

GOI CONTACTS HAVE TOLD US GOVT INTENDS SOON TO INTRODUCE IMPLEM- 
ENTING LEGISLATION IN DAIL. FI ANN A FAIL PARTY WILL PROBABLY 
OPPOSE. FIGHT COULD BE LONG AND HARD. ("EXTRATERRITORIALITY" 

MEANS PROSECUTION IN ONE JURISDICTION FOR CRIMES COMMITTED IN 
ANOTHER.) 

5. COMMENT: BORDER SECURITY IS A TOUGH ISSUE. GOI BELIEVES THAT 

IRA ACTIVITY IN BORDER AREAS IS LARGELY A PRODUCT OF BRITISH ARMY'S 
EXCESSIVE ZEAL. THERE IS SOME VALIDITY IN THIS ASSESSMENT: 

BRITISH POLICY OF CRATERING BORDER ROADS, FOR EXAMPLE, CERTAINLY 
ACCOMPLISHED LITTLE EXCEPT CREATION OF NEW PUBLIC SYMPATHY FOR 
PRO VOS. GOI NATURALLY WISHES TO AVOID SAME PROBLEM ON ITS SIDE. 

ISSUE OF "COLLABORATION" WITH BRITISH FORCES IS ALSO MORE SEN- 
SITIVE TODAY THAN IN RECENT PAST, SINCE SOUTHERN OBSERVERS BE- 
LIEVE THAT BRITISH TROOPS HAVE BEEN ESCAPING POLITICAL CONTROL 
AND CRACKING DOWN TOO HARSHLY ON NORTHERN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY. 

(WE CANNOT EVALUATE THIS.) 

6. DESPITE THESE CONSIDERATION, APPEARS TO US THAT IRISH ARE 
SQUEAMISH IN THEIR REFUSAL TO COOPERATE AGAINST BORDER PROVOS. 

THERE MAY WELL BE EXTENSIVE USE OF REPUBLIC AS REFUGE FOR PROVO 
RAIDING PARTIES, AND THERE WOULD SEEM TO BE OBLIGATION ON PART OF 
REPUBLIC TO END THIS PRACTICE. BRITISH AND NORTHERN PROTESTANTS 
ARE NATURALLY SKEPTICAL OF DUBLIN'S INTENTIONSWHILE THIS 
SITUATION CONTINUES. 
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